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"Thatheras’ of Jandiala Guru find saviour in minister
Sidhu announces corpus fund of?lO Iakh forthe artform mcluded In UNESCO Intangjble Culture Heritage List

Director Shiv Dular Singh
and students of New Delhi-
based ENACTUS Shri Ram
College of Cammerce, Sidhu
went through the narrow

streets of the traditional mar- *
ket where “thatheras” carve |

impressive utensils.
Sidhu announced a corpus
fund of Rs 10 lakh for the

revival and existence of this

art while claiming that there
would never be a dearth of |

maney for these artists, “This
is the only Indian art form
recognised by UNESCO.
These people are our pride,

Today, I promise them that |
our government will never EL

let this art fade away. The
govemment will add money
to the corpus fund on an
annual basis”, he said.
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Local Bndieﬁ Mn!ster Haﬂal Slngh Sidhu and nlher officials lnteract with a brass utensil maker
at Jandiala Guru in Ameitsaron Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: VISHAL KUMAR

odhu offered them free
shops to market and sell their

products at Gobindgarh Fort
and'i'um]-lallmﬁassumd

The major reasans behind
the slowdown in their busi-
nessarelack of design modifi-
cations meeting contempo-
rary market needs, very little
exposure to the niche market
and cheaper options available
in plastic, silver and steel. The
art s dying as the next gener-
ation is not willing to pursue
it. The cost of manufacturing
these utensils comes out to be
approximately Rs 400 per kg.
The few caftsman making
“deg tamba” are being paid a
dally wage of anything

between Rs 2040 while the
market selling price of the
produd is  somewhere
between Rs 500-540.
DCKamaldeep Singh Sang-
ha said a jeint initiative was
taken recently by the dis-
trict administration and the
Enactus Shri Ram College
of Commerce under the
name “Project Virasat”.
Their products have
already been showcased at
various exhilxtionsinamuch
smarter and modified way
under a brand named PTHL
Initially a few thatheras came
on board but soon, the num:
ber increased and under the
chairmanship of the DC,
Punjab Thathera Art Lega-
¢y was formed under the
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Societies Act, 1860.




